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| KILLED OVER

HALF DOLLAR.

- Murder Results from Fight
~_ About Small Sum.

Kerns the Victim of Heart's
E Too Good Aim.

"\,

CHild Sces Father Shot Down
. by His Adversary.

+ As the resuit of a quarrel over 50
ceats, - g W. Heart, proprietor of a
rooming house at No. 907 Maple ave-
aue, shot Thomss Kerns, ore of Lls
tengnts, at §:20 o'clock last night, in-
flieting a wound which resulted in the
death of the latter forty minutes later

Heart was arrested mmediately af-
fer the shooting: he did not deny that
be had fired the shot, but asserted
thet ke had acted in self-defense. On
the other hand, members of the family
of the vicum claim that the shooting
was unprovoked, and premeditated, and
that when the shot was fired -Kerns
'was unarmed and trying to leave the
roum.

The .only eyewitness of the Kkilling
Wwas the ten-year-old son of Kerns,
and althbugh his siutement last night
was, of course, favoruble 1o his father,
the chlld was =0 greatly excited that he
‘hardly knew what e was saying, and
told varfous storfes. Mrs. Heart saw
the Sght tha: caused the shooting.

Kerns was a plumber, and with his
wife and three children had roomed
in an. upper tlat in the house ow ied
bty Heart for about a week, Qwmng
1o some dispute Between them. Kerns
10ld his landlord that he iniended to
move, and last night was te time ket
for him to vacate the premises. Waat
the trouble wias {8 not known td the
members of their familles, but there
wis an extremely bitter ‘seting Ui~
tween_ the Incn, the wives taking uUp
the guarrel of their husbands, so that
the retetions between the two families
‘were anyihing but pleasant.

When it came to a settlement of -the
reqts] Hear: demanded one arnount
while Kerns asserted that he did not
owe that much, the difference being
50 cents, Heart demanded the full sum,
and although hée &ccepted the mohey
tendered by Kerns he again asked. for
the 50 cents which he claimed to be due

- him. This Kerns refused o pay, #md

asaerted that he would bot be held vp
by any man. .

The Kerns family had thelr personal
effects packed and were ready to-rnove
last night, when Heart went to thelr
apaTiments Lo secure a settlement. The
two men me: in the Kitchen of tne flat
occupled by Kerns, and there a violent
quatre! occurred which was witnessed
by Willlam Kerns and Henry Kerns,
aged 8 and 10. respectively. Heaft left
the place in a rage, declaring that he
would gét 2 policeman and “have the
whole family artested,” as he ex-
pressed it

THE FATAL FIGET.

This quarrel occurred early in the
evening, and scon aftertward Willlam
Xems, the elder son, went off, leaving
his father znd ltile Drother thern,
Heard, lustead ol securlng the sirvices
of an officer, veturned to the room and
again devtanded a settlement. Then oc-
curred the fight which resulted in the
shooting:

Acfordifip to the exclte8 stataments
of the child of Kerns, his father was
rot to blame for the fight. Tha child
stated that Heart entered the room in
a threatening manner, and demanded
his money, which Kerns at once jene
gered him; then whern Keins tried to
icave the room With a small valise,
Heart shot him down.

THE WIFE'S STATEMENT.

This version of the tragedy does not
agree ‘rith that given by Mrs, FHeert,
who was directly behind her husban),
and who saw the beginning of the
fight. She.stated that when her hus-

. band - efitetred the roofn and aSksd
Kerns for the money, Kerns d2ian
cursing him and without provocation
attacked him. The two men gfappled
and there was a violent struggle dur-
ing which Kerns sefzed s case-knife
from the tadble and began slashing at
Heart. The men fought ail around the
room, and Kewns finaily threw Heart
off hiz feet and was bearing him to
the floor. At that moment Mrs, Heaxt
Taz screzming {rom the door, and a
rcoment later she heard the sound of
2 shot In less than o minute her hus-
.band came tc hiz own room and told
hls wife thrt he had shot Kerns, dd-.
ding that he was compelled to do it
‘n defenss of .iis own life.

WOULD HAVE LYNCHED HIM.
© Heart Jocked himself In his own room |
and awalted the coming of the police. '
3t 13 well that he did so, for bhad he
beca In the hall when Willlam Kerns
axn@ ®evernl of his friends returned
<hoy would undoubtedly have kilied
Xim, -

The sound of the shot aroused the
other inrmaties of the house, and sev-
ernl 67 U ran to the pssisiance of
<he Wou d man. They found him
ving. en his face in his Kitchen, un-
nY%le to #peak,.ard the blood gushing
sromm. his abdomen. Somebody tele-
phoned for the police ambdulance, and
¢+ was sent to the place with all
speed. Deztective Quinn and Patrol-
man Parker accompanied the wagon,
and found the street blocked with peo-

e, 2a3d o GOZAN Or Imore men Were

rurnning through the hallvays of the

Touse joking for Heart. Tkese men

plainly told the officers that I they
found Heart they would kill bim on

They 1were led by Wihllam

IKerns, who begred some of his friends

2o get a revolver for him so that he

could ki the man who had shat his

cother, One man did produce a e-

, but was disarmed Dbefore he

aleht
slgat.

ers found HMeart- locked in '
and as goon as he was satis-
they were he opened the door
mitted to  arrest He +was
pily handeufled, and as the af-
started to take him out of the
bt . party of men i the hallway
ade a adush for him, but the ofilcors
< revolvers and stopd off the
er tonki the priagher agaln
o room while Quinn hel@ tua
ick. Several men trizd fo vuh
hut he knocked one man
1 tho others retreated.
stime Parker had taken Heart
rar door of the Jdouse to-
o strent. At the door he
ed by three men why
< the hand-ulfed pris-
* ceveted them with nig
i made them stand bdbacl.
h LR prizoner o a
»d Tim in the City Jail
(S NEVER SPOKE. -~
ns dlscoveretd by other
house he lrted w0
unable to do s0, He

>

> pinoed unen & ped z2ad D ML
Qmne mmoned. He found the
= almcet beyond humap sid, and als |

™ hg ¢} all that conld be dope
Kemns' became  graduallyy |

weaker-untfl 9 o'clock, When he died.
His seventeeh-year-old daughter and
the doctor were dlone Wwith him when
the end time. ,The wound was from
& 32-cailiber revolver - bullet, which
penetrated the abdomen, plercing the
storaach and intestines and rupturing
one of the larger bleod vesseian, Death
was caused by internal hemorthage.

Mrs, Kertig was. prosirated by the
shock and required the services of a
physician, Bhe fepeatedly declated
that her husband had been killed de-
liberately, without cnuse amd raid that
he had never had any trouble with
anybody umtil last night.

‘The Coroner was notified and by his
orders the body of the victim wgs take
en to Bresee Hros' mbfgue, whefe an
inquest will be held &t a tfme ot to
be determined. .

HEART'S BTATEMENT.

‘When taken fo the Police Statlon
Heart was cool and coliected, He stats
ed that be had aclted In self-defense
afd that aft {inpartial Inveéstigation
would prove the truth of his assertion:
Heart exhibited severa! slight cuts on
the face and one on the lobe of his left
eaf In suppdrt of the ffaterhent that
his assatlant had attatked him with a
Knife. There was a bullet hole in the
left side of his sack coat; also, and &
cut in the c2intlold collar he had worfn

Meart made a brief statéement as fol-
lows: *“Kerns was trylng to get away
without paying ‘the full amount of his
bill. He attacked me with a knlfe and
was bearing mé dovn when I was
forced to shoot: In duing this I fired
through the fip of my coat: vou cap
see the bullet hole here. I wouid never
have flred if I had not thought my
life was In aangse.

“After the shooting I locked myselt
in a room, not to avold arrest but
o save further trouble.

“1 came here irom Orange. county a
short time ago and I purchased the
, Tooming-houise ohly about a week ago.”
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